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had expressed the view of virtually all of his countrymen
in terming it a "strangling noose" about the neck of the
sovereign Republic of Panama.46
The HuU-Alfaro Treaty included not only the U.S. right
of intervention going by the board, but also a surrender of
the unilateral privilege, likewise possessed under the Hay-
Bunau-Varilla Treaty,47 of seizing additional Panamanian
territory for the "operation and/or defense of the Canal/'
This last concession caused the United States Senate to
hold up ratification of the pact until July 1939, when a pro-
vision for use of further Panamanian territory on a basis
of "mutual understanding" was included.48 As Suroner
Welles, the North American negotiator, put it, Panama
now became a partner rather than a subordinate of the
United States in the protection of the great canal.49 A long
series of supplementary agreements on economic matters
also did much to create a new climate of opinion toward
Yanquis in Panama. Dr. Alfaro himself had this to say of
the negotiations: "The treaty was made possible chiefly
by the ability, the sense of justice, and the conciliatory
spirit of ... Mr. Sumner Welles, in -whom the policy of
the Good Neighbor has a most faithful interpreter.7*50
Outside the realms of diplomacy and international law
the Republic of Panama has given its cooperation to nu-
merous projects affiliated with the Pan American move-
ment and its specialized agencies. Panama City has often
played host to meetings of such groups prior to the Second
World War era, including the Fourth Pan American Medi-
cal Congress in 1905, the International Sanitary Confer-
ence in 1924, the Bolivarian Commemoration Congress of
1926, file Inter-American Congress of Women held at the
same time, the first Inter-American Highway Conference
in 1929, the Second Congress of the Pan American Medical
Association in 1930, and the Fourth Inter-American Postal